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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if 
the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claim(s) 20 and 41 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Matheny et al. (6766524). 

As to claim 20, Matheny discloses: 

An information service system comprising: a file which stores individual audience result 
information generated as a result of a media program/programs watched by each of 
individual persons or which stores individual interest information generated on the basis 
of said individual audience result information ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]; log file 271, fig. 2; [3, 
56-67]); 

wherein said individual audience result information is inputted from corresponding one 
of information supply terminals existing on a network, or said individual interest 
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information is generated on the basis of said individual audience result information 
inputted from said information supply terminal ([3, 8-55]); 

wherein a predetermined point/points are operated correspondingly to contents stored 
in said file so that said point/points are awarded to said individual person on the basis of 
said operation ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]). 
As to claim 41, 

collecting, from individual persons who watch media programs, information about the 
watched media programs; performing file management on a file of said collected 
information including at least individual interest information; and awarding a 
predetermined point/points to each of said individual persons in accordance with the 
collected information (the limitations are included and met as previously discussed in 
claim 1). 

2. Claim(s) 31-33 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Arai et al. (6486920). 

As to claim 31 , 

Arai et al. disclose: 

An information supply terminal comprising: an individual identification portion for 
identifying an individual person ([8, 50-65] since a 'personalized program' exists, an 
'individual identification portion' effectively exists, in order to identify or create a 
"personalized program"). 
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a channel selection information input device for inputting channel selection information 
through a media program receiver by which said individual person can watch a desired 
media program voluntarily when said individual person selects a channel (remote 
controller 9; [10, 39-67]); 

an information generator for generating individual audience result information on the 
basis of an individual identification result and said channel selection information or for 
generating individual interest information on the basis of said individual audience result 
information (fig. 1, program information search section; 'the program information search 
section 4 produces personalized program information comprising the selected 
programs' [8, 50-65]); 

a transmitter for transmitting at least one of said individual audience result information 
or said individual interest information to said information service system (fig. 1, [8, 50- 
67]). 

As to claim 32, 
Arai et al. disclose: 

an information supply terminal comprising: an individual identification means for 
identifying an individual person ([8, 50-65] since a 'personalized program' exists, an 
'individual person' effectively exists). 

a channel selection information input means for inputting channel selection information 
through a media program receiver by which said individual person can watch a desired 
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media program voluntarily when said individual person selects a channel (remote 
controller 9; [10, 39-67]); 

an audience result information generating means for generating individual audience 
result information on the basis of an individual identification result and said channel 
selection information ([10, 6-32]); 

an interest information generating means for generating individual interest information 
on the basis of said individual audience result information (fig. 1, program information 
search section; 'the program information search section 4 produces personalized 
program information comprising the selected programs' [8, 50-65]); 

an information transmission means for transmitting at least one of said individual 
audience result information or said individual interest information to said information 
service system (fig. 1, [8, 50-67]). 

As to claim 33, Arai discloses: 

said information supply terminal has a configuration so that said interest information 
generating means generates said individual interest information, on the basis of said 
individual audience result information, by searching a media program category storage 
means in which a category of said media program is stored in association with said 
media program (fig. 1, elements 2, 3, 4, and 5; [8, 50-65]; [10, 6-32]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 09/940,789 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim(s) 21-30, and 42 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Arai et al. (6486920) in view of Matheny et al. (6766524). 

As to claim 21, 
Arai discloses: 

An information service system: a file which stores individual audience result information 
generated as a result of a media program/programs watched by each of individual 
persons (fig. 2, program information storing section 2, [8, 50-65]); 

wherein said individual audience result information is inputted from corresponding one 
of information supply terminals existing on a network ([10, 6-32]); fig. 1, elements 3 and 
4); 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose: wherein a predetermined point/points are 
operated correspondingly to said inputted individual audience result information and 
said inputted individual interest information so that said operated point/points are 
awarded to said individual person. 
Matheny teaches: 
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wherein a predetermined point/points are operated correspondingly to said inputted 
individual audience result information and said inputted individual interest information so 
that said operated point/points are awarded to said individual person ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7- 
14]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai with Matheny so as to utilize 'a means of 
encouraging viewers to watch commercials' [1, 52-62]. 

As to claim 22, 

Arai discloses: at least one of an interest information generating means and an interest 
information input means, said interest information generating means being designed so 
that individual audience result information generated as results of media programs 
watched by said individual persons is inputted from information supply terminals existing 
on said network and individual interest information is generated on the basis of said 
individual audience result information, said interest information input means being 
designed so that said individual interest information generated as said results of media 
programs watched by said individual persons is inputted from said information supply 
terminals ([10, 6-32]); 

a file managing means for managing a file of at least said individual interest information 
(fig. 2, program information storing section 2, [8, 50-65]); 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose: an information service system in which 
information is collected, on a predetermined network, from individual persons who 
watch media programs and points are awarded to the individual persons in accordance 
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with the collected information; and a first point-awarding means for awarding a 
predetermined point/points to each of said individual persons correspondingly to said 
inputted individual audience result information or said inputted individual interest 
information. 
Matheny teaches: 

an information service system in which information is collected, on a predetermined 
network, from individual persons who watch media programs and points are awarded to 
the individual persons in accordance with the collected information ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]), 

a first point-awarding means for awarding a predetermined point/points to each of said 
individual persons correspondingly to said inputted individual audience result 
information or said inputted individual interest information ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai with Matheny so as to utilize 'a means of 
encouraging viewers to watch commercials' [1, 52-62]. 

As to claim 23, 
Arai discloses: 

a browse request responding means for allowing browse of said file in response to a 
browse request made by each of information-using terminals existing on said network 
(fig. 11; [11, 53-61]); 

a charging information generation means for generating_charging informati for each of 
information users who has browsed said file (fig. 3, [8, 50-65]). 
As to claim 24, 
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Arai discloses: a personal data input means for inputting, as personal data, information 

about a media program/programs watched by each of said individual persons, from 

corresponding one of said information supply terminals ([10, 6-32]); 

Matheny teaches: a second point-awarding means for awarding a predetermined 

point/points to said individual person correspondingly to contents of said inputted 

personal data ([5, 50-63]). 

As to claim 25, 

Arai discloses: said system has a configuration so that said individual interest 
information is generated on the basis of said individual audience result information by 
searching a media program category storage means in which a category of each media 
program is stored in association with said media program (fig. 1, elements 2, 3, 4, and 
5; [8, 50-65]; [10,6-32]). 
As to claim 26, 

Arai discloses: an audience result information aggregating means for aggregating said 
inputted individual audience result information (fig. 2, elements 220, 280; [4, 7-14]). 
As to claim 27, 

Matheny teaches: an information output means for outputting at least one of said 
inputted information and information derived from said inputted information to said 
information-using terminals existing on said network (fig. 2; [3, 55-67] to [4, 14]). 
As to claim 28, 



Application/Control Number: 09/940,789 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2614 

Matheny teaches: a third point-awarding means for awarding a predetermined 
point/points to each of said individual persons in accordance with a point-award 
instruction from each of said information-using terminals ([3, 6-55]; [4, 7-14]). 
As to claim 29, 

Arai discloses: said system has a configuration so that the point award is performed 
electronically on said network (the system is an 'electronic network 1 ; fig. 2). 
As to claim 30, 

Matheny teaches: a distribution information input means for receiving, from each of said 
information-using terminals, distribution information produced by corresponding one of 
said information users for a purpose of distributing said distribution information to said 
individual persons(fig. 2; elements 220, 280, 215); 

a distribution destination list input means for receiving, from said information-using 
terminal, a distribution destination list of said distribution information produced by said 
corresponding information user on the basis of at least said individual interest 
information (fig. 2; [4, 7-14]; [6, 40-46]; [7, 19-30]); 

a distribution means for distributing said distribution information on the basis of said 
distribution destination list (fig. 2, network connection 225). 
As to claim 42, 
Arai discloses: 

Wherein said computer identifies an individual person ([8, 50-65] since a 'personalized 

program' exists, an 'individual identification portion 1 effectively exists, in order to identify 
or create a "personalized program"). 
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inputs channel selection information through a media program receiver by which said 

individual person can watch a desired media program voluntarily if said individual 

person selects a channel (remote controller 9; [10, 39-67]); 

generates individual audience result information on the basis of an individual 

identification result and said channel selection information ([10, 6-32]); 

generates individual interest information on the basis of said individual audience result 

information [8, 50-65]); 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose: A program for use in an information supply 
terminal, comprising a computer, in order to make the information supply terminal 
capable of being used in an information service system in which information is collected, 
on a predetermined network, from individual persons who watch media programs, and 
points are awarded to said individual persons in accordance with the collected 
information; transmits at least one of said individual audience result information and 
said individual interest information to an information collecting server provided in said 
information service system. 
Matheny teaches: 

v 

A program for use in an information supply terminal, comprising a computer, in order to 
make the information supply terminal capable of being used in an information service 
system in which information is collected, on a predetermined network, from individual 
persons who watch media programs, and points are awarded to said individual persons 
in accordance with the collected information ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]; set-top box 245 is a 
'computer'); 
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transmits at least one of said individual audience result information and said individual 
interest information to an information collecting server provided in said information 
service system (fig. 2). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai with Matheny so as to utilize 'a means of 
encouraging viewers to watch commercials , [1 , 52-62]. 

4. Claim(s) 34, 35, 36, 39, and 40 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Arai et al. (6486920) in view of Eldering et al. (6457010). 

As to claim 34, 
Arai discloses: 

whereby said information supply terminal has a configuration so that said interest 
information generating means generates said individual interest information ([10, 1-32]). 
However, Arai does not specifically disclose: a text input means for inputting a text of 
said media program and a context comprehension means for performing context 
comprehension of said an interest information extracting means for extracting interest 
information on the basis of said context comprehension. 
However, Eldering discloses: 

said interest information generating means includes: a text input means for inputting a 
text of said media; a context comprehension means for performing context 
comprehension of said an interest information extracting means for extracting interest 
information on the basis of said context comprehension ('the source related text 136 is 
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the closed captioning text. Such closed captioning text can be stored in memory for 
processing to extract the program characteristic vectors 150' [5, 63-67]; [4, 34-51]); 
(fig. 1, elements 3 and 4); 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai with Eldering et al. as to utilize a 'source related 
textual information 1 in order to generate a subscriber profile [5, 35-46]. 

As to claim 35, 

Arai discloses: an interest information extracting means for extracting interest 
information on the basis of said context comprehension; whereby said information 
supply terminal has a configuration so that said interest information generating means 
generates said individual interest information (met as previously discussed in claim 10). 
However, Arai does not specifically disclose: a voice input means for inputting a voice of 
said media program; a textualization means for textualizing said inputted voice as a text; 
a context comprehension means for performing context comprehension of said text. 

Eldering teaches: 

a voice input means for inputting a voice of said media program; a textualization means 
for textualizing said inputted voice as a text; a context comprehension means for 
performing context comprehension of said text ('the source related text 136 is the 
closed captioning text. Such closed captioning text can be stored in memory for 
processing to extract the program characteristic vectors 150' [5, 63-67]; [4, 34-51]); 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai with Eldering et al. as to utilize a 'source related 
textual information 1 in order to generate a subscriber profile [5, 35-46]. 

As to claim 36, 

Arai discloses: a signal conversion means for converting said individual interest 
information into a signal which can be displayed on a monitor of said media program 
receiver ([10, 1-32]; figs. 4, 6, and 9). 

As to claim 39, 

Arai discloses: an information supply terminal, comprising a configuration to extract 
interest information on the basis of said context comprehension, to generate individual 
interest information on the basis of an individual identification result and said interest 
information (fig. 1, program information search section; 'the program information search 
section 4 produces personalized program information comprising the selected 
programs' [8, 50-65]); 

an individual identification means for identifying an individual person ([8, 50-65] since a 
'personalized program' exists, an 'individual person' effectively exists), 
to transmit said individual interest information to said information service system (fig. 1, 
[8, 50-67]). 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose a voice data input device for inputting at 
least voice data through a media program receiver by which a desired media program 
can be watched voluntarily if said individual person selects a channel; wherein said 
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information supply terminal has a configuration to perform context comprehension of 
said voice data, 

Arai does not specifically disclose: a voice data input device for inputting at least voice 
data through a media program receiver by which a desired media program can be 
watched voluntarily if said individual person selects a channel; wherein said information 
supply terminal has a configuration to perform context comprehension of said voice 
data, 

However, Eldering et al. teaches: a voice data input device for inputting at least voice 
data through a media program receiver by which a desired media program can be 
watched voluntarily if said individual person selects a channel; wherein said information 
supply terminal has a configuration to perform context comprehension of said voice data 
('the source related text 136 is the closed captioning text. Such closed captioning text 
can be stored in memory for processing to extract the program characteristic vectors 
150' [5, 63-67]; [4, 34-51]); 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai with Eldering, so as to utilize a 'source related 
textual information 1 in order to generate a subscriber profile [5, 35-46]. 

As to claim 40, 

Arai discloses: an information supply terminal an interest information extracting means 
for extracting interest information on the basis of said context comprehension; an 
individual interest information generating means for generating individual interest 
information on the basis of an individual identification result and said interest information 
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(fig. 1, program information search section; 'the program information search section 4 
produces personalized program information comprising the selected programs' [8, 50- 
65]); 

an individual identification means for identifying an individual person ([8, 50-65] since a 
'personalized program 1 exists, an 'individual person' effectively exists). 
And an information transmission means for transmitting said individual interest 
information to said information service system (fig. 1, [8, 50-67]). 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose: a voice data input means for inputting at 
least voice data through a media program receiver by which a desired media program 
can be watched voluntarily if said individual person selects a channel; a context 
comprehension means for performing context comprehension of said voice data; an 
individual identification means for identifying an individual person; a voice data input 
means for inputting at least voice data through a media program receiver by which a 
desired media program can be watched voluntarily if said individual person selects a 
channel; a context comprehension means for performing context comprehension of said 
voice data. 

However, Eldering teaches: a voice data input means for inputting at least voice data 
through a media program receiver by which a desired media program can be watched 
voluntarily if said individual person selects a channel; a context comprehension means 
for performing context comprehension of said 
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voice data ('the source related text 136 is the closed captioning text. Such closed 
captioning text can be stored in memory for processing to extract the program 
characteristic vectors 150' [5, 63-67]; [4, 34-51]); 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai with Eldering so as to utilize a 'source related textual 
information' in order to generate a subscriber profile [5, 35-46]. 

5. Claim(s) 37 and 38 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Arai et al. (6486920), in view of Eldering et al. (6457010), and in 
further view of Matheny (6766524). 

As to claim 37. 

Arai in view of Eldering does not specifically disclose 'a point receiving means for 
receiving a point/points when said point/points are awarded on said network.' 
However, Matheny discloses: a point receiving means for receiving a point/points when 
said point/points are awarded on said network (server 220, set-top box 245). 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Arai in view of Eldering with Matheny so as to utilize 'a 
means of encouraging viewers to watch commercials' [1, 52-62]. 
As to claim 38, 

Arai discloses: said information supply terminal is integrally configured with a television 
set, a personal computer, or a mobile apparatus each of which serves as said media 
program receiver (TV 10). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure as follows. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection 
of claims, the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art 
disclosed by the references cited and the objections made. 

• Thomas (5481294) is directed toward an audience measurement system utilizing 
ancillary codes and passive signatures. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8546. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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